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Abstract

One of the critical crisis issues in Iran, across multiple dimensions, is the water scarcity
crisis in the central Iranian plateau and the Zayandeh-Rud basin. This study employs Barry
Buzan’s environmental security theory and the “Water, Peace, and Security” framework to
examine the various dimensions of the water crisis. The research methodology combines
document-based, analytical, comparative, and cross-sectional approaches. The primary
objective of this study is to investigate the security dimensions and consequences of water
resource crises, including local tensions, social unrest, disputes over resource allocation,
and the resulting political-security implications. The analysis and overall research model
focus on elucidating the complex relationship between the water crisis and socio-political
tensions within the environmental security framework, highlighting potential threats and
providing policymakers with insights to understand the intricacies of water crises in the
central plateau basin of Iran. Findings based on Buzan’s environmental security framework
indicate that declining water resources and scarcity generate security challenges in
economic, agricultural, and social domains, as well as regional tensions, particularly in
Isfahan and Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces. More broadly, the results suggest that
some security threats, such as regional conflicts, unemployment, economic problems, and
internal disputes, have their roots in water crises in Iran.
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