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Abstract

Changes in the strategies of warfare in recent years indicate that major military powers increasingly rely on
air warfare, particularly remotely piloted aircraft, including unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVS). In the
absence of an adequate balance between the capabilities of air defense equipment and air-based offensive
systems, as well as the failure to identify and develop appropriate strategies for enhancing the technical and
operational capabilities of UAVs to counter aerial threats, adversaries that proactively assess and strengthen
their combat capabilities during peacetime through the adoption of emerging technologies in weapon
systems, particularly UAVs, may gain a strategic advantage. The aim of this study is to identify and prioritize
effective strategies for enhancing the capabilities of combat UAVSs, using one of the organizations of the
Armed Forces as a case study. The study is applied in terms of its purpose and descriptive in terms of its
methodology, employing a mixed-methods approach. The statistical population comprised commanders and
personnel in the study domain, totaling 220 individuals, from whom a sample of 132 participants was
determined using Cochran's formula. Data were collected through document review and a questionnaire.
The reliability of the questionnaire was assessed using Cronbach's alpha, while the Friedman test was
employed to prioritize the proposed strategies. The findings indicate that the use of UAVS provides
substantial operational advantages. Timely and accurate information transmission can enhance the speed of
detection and identification and improve the offensive capabilities of air defense forces, thereby significantly
supporting commanders' situational awareness on the battlefield. Finally, 49 factors related to enhancing the
capabilities of combat UAVs were identified and prioritized across two domains: operational and technical.

Keywords: Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs); Combat UAVs; Capability Enhancement;
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